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Keith grew up on a farm and always had a love for tractors. He has owned several in his 

lifetime some are John Deere, Massey Ferguson, and Oliver. He loved to restore them and 

show them off at local parades and tractor shows. During Cheese Days Keith would spend 

all day at the “Tractor On The Square” shows! He would also drive one of his tractors in the 

Cheese Days parade. He has also received awards for showing his tractors including first 

place during the Juda tractor show a few years ago. He has also showed his tractors in 

many places including Brodhead Covered Bridge Days. Keith’s son Craig has helped with 

restoration so Keith’s knowledge of restoring tractors will continue on.

KEITH’S LEGACY
JOIN US
Online Go to www.themonroetimes.com, 

click subscribe. Choose one of our 
available subscription rate offers.

Full access to  
online edition  
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ZUG, SWITZERLAND — 
The New Glarus Jodlerklub 
was in Switzerland last month 
to compete in the 
Eidgenössisches Jodlerfest 
held in Zug. The New Glarus 
Jodlerklub was proud to be 
the only American choir of 
500 competing groups. The 
three-day festival, which 
attracted 150,000 spectators, 
had choirs coming from all 
over Switzerland as well as 
Germany, Canada, South 
Africa, Japan, and Korea.

During their trip, the 
Jodlerklub also traveled to 
Glarus, from where the colo-
nists of New Glarus originat-
ed 178 years ago. Despite so 
many years between them the 
delegation for Wisconsin was 
warmly received with a recep-
tion of traditional music and 
fellowship. The New Glarus 
Jodlerklub was presented with 
a four-foot-long wooden 
watch by the members of the 
Heimatchörli Ennenda, anoth-
er yodeling club in Glarus. In 
return the New Glarus group 
gifted them a plaque to thank 
them for their continued 
friendship, and another plaque 
from the New Glarus Village 
Board was presented to the city of Glarus. 

Members of the Streiff family enjoyed reconnecting with 
their Swiss relatives and connections were made with the 
Hörnli-Schuppel, a yodeling group which was an inspira-
tion for the Silvesterchlausen celebration in New Glarus 
every January. The group was also led on private tours of 
the Läderach chocolate factory in Glarus and the Appenzeller 
Alpenbiter distillery in Appenzell.

“It was a great experience and I am thankful to our 
friends in Switzerland for being so wonderful and welcom-
ing us with open arms,” said Andy Schulz, Music Director 
for the Jodlerklub. 

The New Glarus Jodlerklub hope to host their Swiss 
counterparts for a Wisconsin trip in the near future. Those 
interested in joining the Jodlerklub, can email  
newglarusswissmusic@gmail.com.

NG Jodlerklub travels to Switzerland 
for competition, camaraderie
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ABOVE: The New Glarus Jodlerklub recently competed in a 500-choir competition at a 
three-day festival in Zug, Switzerland. The group was the only American choir at the 
competition.

DARLINGTON — On 
July 15, officials from 
Memorial Hospital of 
Lafayette County (MHLC) 
and the state of Wisconsin 
came together for the 
groundbreaking of the new 
healthcare facility.

A new $64.8 million 
replacement hospital and 
clinic building will be locat-
ed on a 36-acre site at the 
intersection of Wis. 23 and 
County K in Darlington.  
Kraus-Anderson will begin 
construction later this 
month. 

Keynote speakers includ-
ed U.S. Senator Tammy 
Baldwin, State Senator 
Howard Marklein and State 
Representative Todd Novak. 
The public was welcomed to 
attend.

As a critical access hospi-
tal, the current facility has 
served the greater communi-
ty and provided a full range 
of acute care inpatient and 
outpatient services since 
1952. 

Designed by Eppstein 
Uhen Architects (EUA), the 
80,000-square-foot hospital 
will feature a new emergen-
cy department, diagnostic 

imaging, surgical services 
with two operating rooms, a 
procedure room, medical 
and surgical unit, pharmacy, 
rehabilitation, and a vision 
clinic with a retail eye shop. 
The hospital will also 
include space for behavioral 
health and mindfulness ses-
sions. In addition to the hos-
pital, the site will house a 
3,600-square-foot stand-
alone building that includes 
two residency units and a 
garage for maintenance stor-
age.

“We shape our buildings 
and afterwards our buildings 
shape us,” Kathy Kuepers, 
CEO of MHLC, added. “We 
have been working towards 
our reinvention for the last 
four years and are very 
excited for the future of 
healthcare in Lafayette 
County. Like a kaleidoscope 
the same beautiful pieces 
were maintained as we are 
morphed into this beautiful 
new vision for our health-
care campus.”

In 2022, MHLC complet-
ed the financing to build a 
new facility. The funds 

MHLC breaks ground for new hospital
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RIGHT: During the New Glarus Jodlerkulb’s trip to 
Switzerland, they received a 4-foot-long wooden watch 
by members of the Heimatchörli Ennenda, a yodeling 
club in Glarus, the Swiss home of colonists that 
founded New Glarus 178 years ago.

RJ Photo: Brian Lund

Members of the Memorial Hospital of Lafayette County, selected contractors, Wisconsin Senator Tammy Baldwin, State 
Senator Howard Marklein, and State Representative Todd Novak took part in a ceremonial groundbreaking event on 
Saturday, July 15. The 36-acre property on County K and Wis. 23 just south of Darlington will be the location of the new 
$64.8 million hospital. The facility will replace the current building, which has provided care and outpatient services to the 
area since 1952. The new 80,000-square foot facility will feature several upgrades, including two operating rooms, 
diagnostic imaging, and a medical and surgical unit, among others.

By Gary Mays
gmays@ 

themonroetimes.com

ALBANY — An 
Albany couple have 
been arrested and 
charged with multiple 
counts of felony child 
neglect after police 
said they left their three 
children under five alone in 
deplorable and unsanitary 
conditions for at least an 
hour while they went to 
work.

Police were eventually 
called to the home in the 
700 block of 6th Street just 
after 7:30 a.m., July 6, after 
first responding to reports 
of toddler children — 
including three-year-old 
twins and a four-year-old 
— being left alone in a vil-
lage park. It got worse from 
there, as police found 
unsanitary conditions when 
they went to return them 
home, with little food, clut-
ter, garbage and feces 
smeared on walls. 

One of children had spe-
cial needs and they were all 
filthy and at least two had 
full diapers.

The children apparently 
wandered to the park after 
their parents went to their 
jobs in Monroe.

“Deputy (Cpl. Brian) 
Dillon advised that (they) 
stated they left the children 
alone for up to an hour,” 
investigators said in a crim-
inal complaint. “This was 
explained as the time 
between (when he) left for 
work and (when she) 
returned from work.”

The children were found 
several blocks away at the 
intersection of 5th St. and 
5th Ave. They have since 
been placed into the custo-
dy of local child protection 
officials.

As a result, the parents, 
Kaylee Rose Tande, 26, and 
Phillip Andrews Taylor, 31, 
were each charged with 
multiple felony counts of 
neglect of a child and 
neglecting a child with a 
disability. They also were 
each charged with obstruc-
tion of justice for allegedly 
lying to police about their 
whereabouts while the chil-
dren were along or in the 
park.

When police arrived at 
the home, both parents tried 
to either clean up the house 
or explain their actions to 
police who asked questions 
about how the children 
were cared for, according to 
the court documents. 
Between the two of them, 
police discovered, the pair 
worked five jobs.

But she told police the 
kids had never been left 
alone before — and that 
this was the first time. 

Tande, meanwhile, 
reportedly also told police 

Investigators: 
Parents left 
toddlers home 
alone in filth

See MHLC, Page A9

$64 million hospital scheduled to be 
completed by Fall 2024

Tande Taylor

See FILTH, Page A3
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Blanchardville UMC
1102 W Church St., Blanchardville. Worship 9am.  

Lamont UMC 
Hwy 81 Cty. Rd D Worship 10:30am. Rev Paul E Gregersen. 608-558-7968.

Clarno Zion United Methodist Church
W5292 County Road P. Monroe, WI 53566. (608) 325-2503. Sunday 

morning worship services at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School Sept – May.

Monroe United Methodist Church
2227 4th St. Monroe. 608-325-6700. Sunday Sacred Service 8 a.m.  

in-person and online. Sunday School Pre-K to Adult 9:15 a.m.  

Celebration Service 10:15 a.m. in-person and online. Hispanic Worship - 

Aposento Alto - Sunday 2 p.m. Visit www.monroeumc.com  

and Facebook/Monroe United Methodist Church.

Staver St. Peters United Methodist Church
W7282 County Road P. Monroe, WI 53566. (608) 325-2503. 

Juda-Zion United Methodist Church
N2350 Church St., Juda. 608-945-5398. Pastor Kelly Jahn.  

Sunday School 9:30am for all ages. Worship service 10:45am.  

Oakley-Union UMC W2388 Gerber Rd., Juda. 608-934-5398.  

Pastor Kelly Jahn. Worship and Children’s Sunday School 9:00am.

Crossroads Community Church
222 Old Argyle Rd.  Monroe WI  608-328-3160. Sunday Worship & 

Kidzlink at 10:00am. Crave for 6-12th grades Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  

Find us at www.crossroadscn.com. Facebook: Crossroads Community 

Church – Monroe Campus, email: monroe@crossroadscn.com.

Martintown Community Church
W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522.  Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30.  

Sunday School – Toddler to Adult 9:30. Youth 6:00pm. Parking lot  

church every Sunday on outdoor Jumbotron. Come inside or stay outside. 

Uplifting worship, solid biblical teaching. Pastor Kevin Cernek.  

www.martintowncommunitychurch.org Facebook Livestream. 

Monroe Seventh Day Adventist Church
316 W. 17th Street. Monroe, WI 53566. Saturday services – Sabbath 

School 10:00am; Worship Service 11:15am. Contact # (608) 558-9459.

Peace Church in Christ
312 E. South St. Browntown, WI 53522 Sunday School 9:00 a.m.  

Church 10:00 a.m. Tuesday night prayer 8:00 p.m. Wednesday night 

Bible study in homes 7:30 p.m. All are welcome for Clear Bible  

teaching and encouraging fellowship. Pastor Scott Cernek.  

www.peacechurchbrowntown.com or on Facebook, 608-966-1049  

or 608-558-9128.

Union Presbyterian Church
2707 5th St. Monroe. We invite you to our community of believers who 

welcome everyone and are committed to local mission. Join us for 

Sunday school, study groups, and frequent family and social events. 

Outstanding musicians enrich our worship Sundays at 10am, also on 

Facebook and Youtube. 608-325-2519. unionpresbyterianchurch.org

St. John’s United Church of Christ
1724 14th St. Monroe, WI 53566. 608-325-2165. Sunday Service 

9:00am. Faith Zone 9am. You are welcome here!  

www.stjohnsuccmonroe.com.

Washington Reformation UCC
N6026 Church Road. Monticello, WI 53570. (608) 938-4550

www.washingtonreformation.com.

Grace Independent Baptist
W624 Clarence, Brodhead, 608-897-8454. Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 

Sunday Worship 10:30 & 6 p.m., prayer Mtg Wed. 6 p.m.

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Parish (St. Victor Church, Monroe, 
& St. Rose of Lima Church, Brodhead)
1760 14th St., Monroe. 608-325-9506.  Fr. Tafadzwa Kushamba, Pastor.

Mass times: Sat. 4:30pm, Sun. 8 & 10 am, Mon. 5:15 pm, Tues. 8:15 am,  

Wed. 8:15 am (at St. Rose), Thurs. 8:15 am, Fri. 8:15am.

Mass at St. Rose on the first Sunday/month at noon. Misa en Español el 

cuarto sábado a las 7 pm a San Victor. We are fully accessible for people 

with disabilities. Visit www.stclaregreencounty.org.

Monroe, First Church of Christ, Scientist 
1411 10th St., Sunday Service 10 a.m., Sunday School 10 a.m., 

Wednesday Testimony Service 7 p.m. Child care available.  

Public reading room hours M-Tu 12-2 p.m., W 6:30-7 p.m.,  

Th-F 12-2p.m. (Closed Holidays). Complimentary taxi. Call Monroe  

Cab (608) 325-6993. Church services are in-person and on Zoom.  

Please visit www.christiansciencemonroe.org for more info.

Hope Evangelical Free Church 
2902 13th St., Monroe.  (608) 328-4673. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 

www.Hopeefree.site.

Monroe Bible Church 
2613 8th Ave., 608-325-3966. Sunday Worship Services at 9 &  

10:30 AM. Livestreaming on YouTube. Visit us on Facebook or our 

website www.monroebiblechurch.org for more information.

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA
1025 15th Ave. Handicap accessible. Loop hearing system.

Saturday 5pm & Sunday 9am. Sunday School at 10:00am each  

Sunday morning. Sunday service livestreamed on Facebook.

All are welcome.

Our Savior’s Lutheran
407 E. Center Street. South Wayne, WI 53587. (608) 439-5358.

Monroe Campus, Resurrection Lutheran Church (WELS)
1603 16th Ave., Bible Study Sun 9:00 a.m. Worship Sun. 10:30 a.m.,  

Pastor Andrew Ewings, Monroe Campus pastor. 608-535-6531.

Lena: St. John’s Lutheran Church-LCMS
625 Country Lane Drive. Worship: Saturday 5:30 pm Sunday 8:00 

& 10:30 am, Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes 9:15 am, Phone: 

815.369.4035, Website: stjohnslena.org, Email: office@stjohnslena.org.

Brodhead: St. Peter Ev. Lutheran Church (WELS)
1708 W. 6th Ave, Pastor Tyler Swiderski (612)270-2591. Sunday Worship 

9 a.m., Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 10:15 a.m., Wed. Lenten 

Service: 7:00pm (Feb.17th – Mar. 24th). Maundy Thurs – April 1st | Good 

Friday April 2nd 1:00pm. Live Feed – www.stpeterlutheranbrodhead.org

Jordan Lutheran Church – LCMC
W9006 Smock Valley Rd, Browntown, WI. 53522. Pastor Greg 

Douthwaite: gmdouthwaite@gmail.com. Adult Bible Study 9 a.m. Sunday 

with Worship Service at 10 a.m. Email: lutheranjordanchurch@gmail.com, 

Website: www.jordanlutheranlcmc.org. 

Argyle: Adams Lutheran Church (ELCA)
N7148 County Rd, A. Argyle. July 2nd Joint Service at Adams @9am, July 

9th, 16th, 23rd @10:45am, July 30th Joint Service at Adams @10am. Adams 

Annual picnic following the service. Join us for a pot luck lunch & entertainment. 

Services livestreamed on Facebook. adamslutheranchurch.com for more info.

608.325.6060
WWW.FIGIINSURANCE.COM
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Attorney Todd W. Schluesche, Attorney Amanda 
M. Fields, and Attorney Brock A. Bruehlman

include a $30.8 million reve-
nue bond and $15 million 
general obligation bond in 
direct loans from the USDA, 
and a $5 million guaranteed 
loan, all of which will be paid 
for by the proceeds of the 
hospital. In addition, MHLC 
was awarded $14 million in 
additional grant funds.

“Memorial Hospital pro-
vides essential care for 
Southwest Wisconsin, serv-
ing Wisconsinites who other-
wise would face long drive 
times to access critical health 
care. This new hospital is an 
investment in the health, 
well-being, and future pros-
perity of Lafayette County 
and the surrounding areas,” 
said Senator Baldwin. “I am 
proud to support the con-
struction of this new hospital 
to give our health care profes-
sionals the facility they need 
to keep patients safe and 
healthy, help attract families 
and businesses to 
Southwestern Wisconsin, and 
connect more Wisconsinites 
to the high-quality health care 
they deserve, from preventa-
tive care to emergency ser-
vices.”

Construction on the new 
hospital is expected to be 
completed in fall of 2024. 
The current facility will be in 
operation during construc-
tion.

MHLC
From Page A1
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ABOVE: Wisconsin 
Senator Tammy 
Baldwin delivers a 
speech at the 
groundbreaking 
ceremony of the new 
Memorial Hospital of 
Lafayette County 
facility, located on the 
southern edge of 
Darlington.

LEFT: A conceptual 
rendering of the future 
Memorial Hospital of 
Lafayette County.

BLANCHARDVILLE — 
The Wisconsin Farmers 
Union South Central 
Chapter (SCWFU) will hold 
its monthly meeting from 
2-5 p.m. on Sunday, July 30 
at Driftless Prairies, 20002 
County N in Blanchardville.

The meeting will include 
an annual potluck picnic 
and silent auction fundrais-
er. 

Tour Driftless Prairies 
with Marci and Jim Hess to 
learn about their restored 
prairies as seen on PBS’ 
Around the Farm Table and 
what you can do on your 
own land. Tour is from 
2-2:45 p.m. followed by 
potluck, silent auction and 
SCWFU meeting. 

Silent auction featuring 
farmsitters, APT tickets, 
Seven Acre Dairy hotel 
overnight, Airplane Ride, 
farmstays, lots of restaurant 
certificates, meats, flowers, 
Apple Brandy and much, 
much more. Bring a favorite 
dish to share, come (with a 
checkbook) ready to bid. 
Don’t forget to bring a chair. 
Drinks and tableware pro-
vided by SCWFU.

Contact the chapter at 
wfusouthcentral@gmail.
com with any questions.

SCWFU to 
hold July 
meeting


